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in Ms writings, but he called on his adversaries to prove first of all that it was heretical. The result * was that though he was accused of heresy by the Archbishop of Cologne in 1326, nothing very serious happened to him during his lifetime. But after his death, out of twenty-eight statements of his which had been selected as heretical for Papal condemnation, the first fifteen and the two last were actually condemned, while the remaining eleven were declared to be suspicious. It was then too late for Master Eckhart to prove that they were not heretical.
Eckhart was evidently a learned theologian, and his detractors were afraid of him. He knew his Plato and his Aristotle. How he admired Plato is best shown by his calling him Der grdze Pfaffe, the great priest (p. 261,1.21). Aristotle is to him simply the Master. He had studied Proclus, or Proculus, as he calls him, and he often refers to Cicero, Seneca, and even to the Arabic philosopher, Avicenna. He frequently appeals to St. Ohrysostom, Dionysius, St. Augustine, and other Fathers of the Church, and has evidently studied Thomas Aquinas, who may almost be called his contemporary. He had received in fact a thorough scholastic trainingx, and was a match for the best among the advocates of the Cliurch. Eckhart had studied and afterwards taught at the University of Paris, and had received his Degree of Doctor of Divinity from Pope Boniface VIII. In. 1304 he became the Provincial of the Order of the Dominicans in Saxony, though his residence remained
1 How much Eckhart owed to Ms scholastic training has been well brought out by H. Deniflo in his learned article, Heister Eck&harfs Lateinische Schriften und die Grundanschauung seiner Lehre, im Archwfur Litteratur und Kircherigeschichte, vol. ii. fasc. 3, 4.